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Why a Mediterranean Wetlands Observatory ?

Wetland loss and degradation continuing
�ƒ 4x faster in the 20th century

�Î Need for tangible information for feeding 
public policies 

Importance and values of wetlands 
underestimated
�ƒ wetland services unrecognized
�ƒ policy decisions favour activities impacting wetlands

Many data, but no reliable synthetic information



The Mediterranean Wetlands Observatory

• Launched in 2009

• In the framework of MedWet

• Led by Tour du Valat

• Science-based

• Connected to international multilateral agreements

Ramsar convention, CBD and SDG

• Broad partnership
scientific institutions, 
national authorities,
NGOs, etc.



The Mediterranean Wetlands Observatory

Two objectives 

�ƒ Analyse the status and trends of Mediterranean wetlands, 
including their biodiversity, the goods and services that they deliver 
as well as pressures and responses 

�ƒ Promote effective decision-making for the 
protection, restoration and wise use 
of Mediterranean wetlands 



A set of 25 indicators

in a Driver-Pressure-State-Impact-Response framework

Responses



Surface area of Mediterranean wetlands

ca. 15 – 22 million ha. wetlands (1.5% of the World’s wetlands)

At least 50% lost during the 20th century



23% of wetlands are 
man-made: reservoirs, 
ricefields, saltpans…

Surface area of Mediterranean wetlands

SWS European Chapter, Faro, Portugal - 4-6 May 2017



Land use change 1975 - 2005:
214 coastal wetlands sampled in 22 countries

Simplified classification: Natural wetland habitats :  Man-made wetland 
habitats; non-wetland Natural habitats;  Agricultural areas ; Urban areas



Transformation of wetlands habitats

�Ô -10% of natural wetland 
habitats (-1302 km²)

• No/slight slowdown of loss

• No geographic differences

�Ò+102 % of artificial wetland 
habitats (+ 855 km²)

• Slowdown between 1990 
and 2005
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The fate of converted natural wetlands

Between 1975 and 2005, the natural wetlands lost were converted 
into : 



Biodiversity : the Living Planet Index

... & abundant

Both rare...Birds: + 70 %

Fish, amphibians, reptiles & 
mammals: - 40%

All species Birds Other vertebrates
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Biodiversity : contrasted sub-regional trends



Strategic efforts towards wetlands

National Wetland strategies (colors)

& National Wetland Committees (smileys)  - Situation 2012



Communication and impact

Credibility
• peer-review scientific publications

Influential
• search for clues, solutions

Communication toolsdiversified 

Next step
• Mediterranean Wetlands Outlook 2 to be launched 

during Ramsar COP13, Dubaï, October 2018



Rejoignez nous sur :

www.tourduvalat.org

Thank you for your attention

http://www.tourduvalat.org

